MHOOSA Guidelines for Deck Repair or Removal and Replacement
What to expect:  Homeowners intending to replace a rotten deck cap and/or a few rotten deck boards need to be prepared for the possibility that more extensive (hence expensive) repairs might be needed.  For example, if the deck posts supporting the deck are rotten, cosmetic repairs such as replacing only the deck planking or the joists and deck planking are not acceptable.  Similarly, if the deck cap is rotten, carpenter ants may be feasting on the deck wall framing and repairs could become more extensive than simply replacing a deck cap. 
Deck size and shape:  Adding or removing a deck or changing the size or style when replacing a deck is an exterior change which requires board approval.  Standard approved deck sizes are either 10’ X 10’ or 10’ X 12’ with decks extending no more than 10’ into the courtyard.
Timing:  If it is necessary to walk through garden areas to access your deck, the best time to remove and replace your deck is when the ground is frozen and landscaping is dormant, generally November through March.  

Permit:  The City of Minneapolis requires a permit when work is structural in nature, such as adding or replacing posts or joists.  A permit is required for any deck attached to the structure.  Permits require inspection of work which provides some assurance that the repairs will be accomplished according to code.  Licensed contractors can obtain a permit or the homeowner can obtain a permit.
Debris:  When removing a deck, dispose of the debris promptly.  If carpenter ants and/or eggs are present, treat the infested wood.  If you do not treat for carpenter ants before or as you remove the old deck, the carpenter ants stay at Manor Homes.

Call before you dig:  Gopher State One Call (651) 454-0002.  Service is free. 
Grading:  Ensure that you establish or maintain a positive grade away from the building.    

Footings:   Footings are to be 12” in diameter by 42” deep, solid concrete.  They are to be level with ground with no concrete above ground.    
Deck posts:  6” X 6” treated pine.
Positive connection from concrete to posts:  Double dipped galvanized, designed specifically for treated lumber.
Ledger Board:  Treated pine.  If the deck was built before the unit was resided, there will be a course of Masonite Bayside siding behind the ledger board which must be removed and a new ledger board with the appropriate flashing installed.  To properly re-flash, a minimum of one row of siding needs to be removed and replaced.
Framing:  Use treated pine for all framing including joists and interior deck walls.
Joist hangers:  Double dipped galvanized, designed for use with treated lumber.

1” X 8” Deck trim:  Cedar
2” X 8” Deck cap:  Cedar
Decking:  May be treated or cedar. 

Siding:  11/16” X 8” Knot Red Cedar Rabbeted (RAB) lap siding is routinely available from Scherer Brothers Lumber Company in lengths of 3 to 16 feet.  The standard for installation at MHOOSA is no seams except on very wide walls.  When more than one piece of siding is required, seams are never aligned.     
Caulk:  Vulkem, grey color

Nails Used on Siding:  2-1/2” ring shank, hardened, maze.

Siding Stain and Brown Trim:   Contact Managers
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